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As another semester comes to a close and Christmas approaches, I can’t 
help but be thankful for all that the Lord continues to do for the ministry 
of St. Augustine’s University Parish. Christ has blessed us with an influx of 
freshman and transfer participation that rivals any year I’ve seen previous-
ly. The bible studies across campus continue to grow. Our Varsity Catho-
lic FOCUS missionaries have been especially fruitful with new studies on 
the baseball, softball, football, and soccer teams.

These studies exist for one reason, to bring the students to Christ born 
in a stable two thousand years ago, present today in the Eucharist. One 
of the most effective ways to do this is through our discipleship program. 
Discipleship is a mentorship program where students meet one on one 
with staff or other students to discuss the faith and how it applies to their 
life. It’s the most effective way to teach the faith, and the fun part is Jesus 
himself came up with the idea. It’s arguably the best way to form the next 
generation of Christians.

Our Campus ministers have been very successful in leading students to this program, as well. We have 
pickup basketball on Fridays and soccer on Saturdays. It’s incredible to see the fruit this type of community 
building bears. Four men are in discipleship in the last couple of months as a direct fruit of this ministry. 
Also, the free food offered weekly at our Wednesday Newman dinners and Sunday brunch work like magic 
to attract and engage students.

Staff and student leaders invite our disciples to virtuous observances of chastity, sobriety, and excellence to 
combat what is so often the pitfalls of college life. 
So many of our students have and continue to find 
Christ through the relationships they’ve grown here 
at St. Augustine’s, and we continuously see new 
people being called to the heart of Christ. 
Thank you all for your ongoing prayers for these 
students. They are the future of the Catholic Church, 
and the future looks good! Thank you for being a 
part of the renewal!

In Christ,

Fr. John Del Priore 

From Father’s desk . . . . . . . .
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In 1998, in the middle of small town Kansas, 
Curtis Martin realized that college students 
were leaving their faith and not realzing the 
life-changing message of the Gospel. From 
this realization,  the Fellowship of Catholic 
University Students (FOCUS) was born. Now 
with over 700 missionaries across the coun-
try, FOCUS strives to meet college students 
where they are at, enter into authentic 
friendships with them, and show students 
how to live a life with Christ at the center. 
Furthermore, missionaries equip students to 
go out and share this good news with others 
and teach them to do the same thing. UWP 
has four full-time FOCUS missionaries on 
campus: John Shakal, Jaicee Heng, Justin 
Broyles, and myself. I can honestly tell you that because of a FOCUS missionary, my life was changed, 
and I thank the Lord every day for letting me be a part of this mission for others.

I work for a special division within FOCUS known as Varsity Catholic. Varsity Catholic is made up of 
missionaries who were collegiate athletes and who are specifically trained to outreach athletes. It’s my 
primary responsibility on this campus. Varsity Catholic is a small yet mighty group of missionaries. Out 
of the 165 campuses that have FOCUS missionaries, only 35 of those have a full-time Varsity Catholic 
missionary on campus. Platteville is blessed to have not only one full-time Varsity Catholic missionary, 
but two! I am so blessed and humbled to serve alongside Justin Broyles, a first year missionary from 
Kansas.  

This year alone as Justin and I have gone to 
work with the athletes, we have bible studies 
on eight athletic teams and are looking to 
start more in the spring. A few weeks ago, 
Justin met with the starting quarterback on 
our football team to share the Gospel with 
him. At the end of the conversation, Justin 
asked him if he would like to make Christ the 
center of his life and HE SAID YES! The quar-
terback now meets with Justin weekly to learn 
how to pray and continue to strive to live a 
life for Christ. These things are happening on 
campus every day, and it wouldn’t be possible 
without all of your prayers and support. 

A focus on FOCUS . . . . . . . .
Carly Brousek
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“I decided to get involved in Newman because my 
Catholic faith has always been the most important 
thing in my life. Whether I’m studying, working out, 
or even playing a video game I try to give all praise 
to the Lord. I wanted to make deep, meaningful 
relationships with others in addition to strengthen-
ing my faith and Newman was the perfect place to 
do so. Newman helps me to continue my faith into 
adulthood as well as make lifelong friends along the 
way.” -Lindsey Ockerlander, transfer Junior (middle 
in the photo below)

Here at St. Augustine’s we serve the students of University of Wisconsin-Platteville.  UW-Platteville’s 
enrollment is just north of 8000 students with nearly 30% of them being Roman Catholic.  This means 
that there are about 2400 Catholics on campus throughout the year!  The typical four years that stu-
dents attend college are some of the most formative of their lives.  It also happens to be some of the 
most threatening to an individuals’ faith life.  Of everyone who leaves the Catholic faith, 80% do so 
by the age of 23.  With 90% of Catholic college students attending a public university, we know that 
the greatest opportunity to help form the future of our Catholic Church happens right where we are.
St. Augustine’s, and all Newman Centers, are the vanguard for the future of the Catholic Church in 
America.  With the overwhelming majority of college-attending Catholics attending a public universi-
ty matched with the knowledge that most of those leaving the Church are doing so during this time, 
we should be well aware of the necessity to bring Christ to students through Campus Ministry and 
Catholic Newman Centers.  This is the time in students’ lives that we readily affirm the need for them 
to pursue their professional and career goals through study and practice.  Why are we not also affirm-

ing and encouraging these same students to pursue that which 
will put all other pieces into their proper order and bring them 
to their greatest fulfillment, namely Jesus Christ? 
It is Christ who tells us “I am the vine, you are the branches. He 
who abides in me, and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, 
for apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5) All things 
are possible through Christ, and nothing of value is possible 
without Him.  This is the true discipleship that college students 
are craving whether they know it or not.  This is what we at St. 
Augustine’s seek to provide for our students here in Platteville.  
We are here to call students into an intimate relationship with 
Jesus Christ, walk with them on that journey, coach them along 
the way, and provide resources the whole while.  

A Pioneer Catholic Life . . . . . . . .
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 We have already seen great fruit from our ministry and have been blessed by the participation 
of many young souls seeking Christ in all that they do.  As our ministry continues to grow, here are a 
few highlights of this school year so far:
• 50 hours of adoration a week all filled by students volunteers
• 100+ students visit Christ in adoration weekly
• 16 male servers of both English & Latin mass
• 70+ students receive the sacrament of Reconciliation per week
• Overflow Mass attendance every Sunday
• 90 attended a talk given by Bishop Donald Hying on our personal call to holiness
This only scratches the surface as the real work of Christ is done in the hearts of all who come to him.  
We will continue to prepare students for the world ahead by uniting them with Christ Jesus through 
prayer, Sacraments, community, and service.  Please pray for these students and all who are in those 
most formative years of their lives.

A look Inside Newman Heights  . . . . . . . .

Located within steps of University of Wisconsin-Platteville, 
Newman Heights is student apartment community serving 
students of UW-Platteville and other surrounding schools. 
Owned and operated by St. Augustine University Parish, 
Newman Heights offers a campus style living to provide 
a creative environment to help students succeed. We are 
happy to report most eligible Catholic Newman students 
live in Newman Heights, providing a break from the some-
times-toxic campus culture. Likewise, in our second year of 
operations, 2019-2020 academic year, 
we achieved 100% occupancy. 

Newman Heights offers numerous 
amenities not found in other apartment 
buildings in Platteville including; break-
out study rooms on all three floors, 
theater room, fitness center, washer 
& dryer in every unit, fully furnished 
rooms, advanced building security, free coffee bar, community events 
and much more. Perhaps our greatest amenity is our location next to 
St. Augustine University Parish, allowing students greater access to the Chapel 
and Newman Student Center. 

To learn more please visit newmanheights.com or call 608-620-5228.  


